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Hi everyone
For those who were not at our last meeting, sadly we heard from President George that he will be
unable to see out his tenure as President of our Club and will be stepping down. He has sent the
below message for inclusion in the newsletter and I know you will all join me in thanking George for
his service and leadership and in wishing him and Carol everything of the best for the future.
Your Board members, myself, Ivan Beaumont, Santa Zeiss, Craig Northwood, Brian Codling and Tom
Roux, will be taking turns to chair the meetings and lead the Club and we will be confirming our
President Elect for the year 2022-2023 as soon as possible.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Following the recent unexpected sale of our home in St Francis Bay, my wife, Carol, and I have taken
the decision to downsize and to simplify our lives. To this end, we have purchased a “lock-up and go”
apartment in a very secure complex in Port Elizabeth and we will be relocating there early November.
God willing and Covid and health permitting, we plan to use this as a base to enable us to spend
several months a year overseas with family in the USA and Canada whom we have not seen in more
than 3 years. Quite a daunting transition, but an exciting new chapter in our lives at the same time.
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Unfortunately and as a consequence, I must necessarily relinquish the Presidency of the Rotary St
Francis Club at the end of October. It has been an honour and a privilege to serve as President of
our Club and I am deeply disappointed that I am not able to complete my full term in this capacity
especially at a time when membership is growing and life under Covid is becoming more normal.
However, I know that the Club is in capable hands and I am confident that it will continue to go from
strength to strength.
Thank you all for the friendship and fellowship I have enjoyed with you in the years I have been a
member of Rotary St Francis. We are not severing our ties with St Francis Bay and I hope to still see
you from time to time.
I leave you with this toast:
“There are good ships
And wood ships
Ships that sail the sea
But the best ships
Are friendships
And may
They always be.”
Best regards
George

Sadly, we have also received a resignation. Paul Sherman has decided to leave Rotary for personal
reasons, but has confirmed he is committed to serving on the Wine on Water planning committee
going forward and wherever else he can assist. Thank you for your service, Paul!

Next Meeting :
Please diarise the rest of the meetings for this year at the Links (13h00 for 13h30) as follows :
October 12 and 26
th

th
rd

November 9 and 23

th

George will be with us for the meeting on the 12 when we will be inducting two new members.
Welcome Gary Gilburt and Errol Burman to the fold!
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WOODRIDGE INTERACT CLUB LEADERS’ HANDOVER
This month saw the leadership of the Woodridge Interact Club come to the end of their tenure as they
write their Matric exams and move into the next chapter of their lives.
Before doing so, they handed over the batons to the incoming leadership.
rd

Our Club sponsored their lunch for the hand over at The Quays on Sunday 3 October which was
very well supported by 10 Interactors, 3 teachers, 4 parents and 10 Rotarians! Rtn Lindsay Pearson
welcomed our Interactors on behalf of our Club, followed by farewell and acceptance speeches by
outgoing President, Marichen Meiring and incoming President, Jade Benting. Both of these young
women convinced us that they are capable, strong and confidant leaders. Thank you to the outgoing
Board for their amazing service during the pandemic. We will be standing by in support of the new
Board next year.
A big vote of thanks to Rtn Jo Brown for pulling this all together and special word of thanks to
Woodridge Life Sciences teacher, Elsa Ross who has been steering this ship through very difficult
Covid times.
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RYLA 2021 (With Thanks to Jo Brown!)

Rotary District 9370 hosted a virtual RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards) 2021 conference online
via zoom to over 400 Interact members in 20+ pods across the district on September 18th. The
theme of this event was “Embracing Leadership in Changing Times”.
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We are linked to Woodridge Interact club and were thrilled to see that despite the pressure of exams
and school activities 8 students took time to attend the conference under the guidance of Interact
facilitator Elsa Ross.
Organised by Carol Oliver and hosted by Rtn Doctor Ian Knott-Craig attendees explored the role of
leadership in their current lives and planning for their future. Across the day the underlying message
from all the speakers echoed the words of Mhatma Ghandi to “be the change you want to see.”
Johnny Goldberg (CEO of Global Business Solutions) opened the day with his workshop ‘Embracing
Leadership in Changing Times,’ highlighting the need to shift from a fixed to a growth mindset – not
limiting your efforts to your known familiar skill sets but to challenge yourself and try new things. The
need to be flexible and that no matter where life takes you, to be kind.
th

Professor Noel Pearse focussed his talk on Virtual Leadership, the 4 industrial revolution and the
value of time management. For students wanting to study for a degree but limited by resources, there
is now the opportunity to do study online for free with MIT and many other education centres.
Tania Allen & Dylan Murray hosted their session on Women in Leadership. Ending with a highly
interactive Q&A session around inclusivity, challenging stereotypes and a growth mindset along with
the issues of GBV. Their message echoed the theme that change and growth take time and stressed
the responsibility for each of the attendees to be the change.
Sue St Leger tackled the issues of social media and reminded everyone that they will be judged by
their posts – whether by peers or future employers. She discussed emotional intelligence and
reassured students that not everyone needs to go to university – often skills are more valuable than
degrees, that everyone must always ask questions, stay curious and develop their critical thinking to
be ‘change-ready.’
The panel discussion with young student attendees from time zones around the world gave a real life
examples of how they build leadership skills into their lives.
Host Dr Ian continued the presentations after lunch with a passionate overview of servant leadership.
Encouraging students to lead by example, to take time to listen to others in order to understand. Be
honest and authentic, firstly with themselves and then with each other. He invited interaction and
group discussions with questions of hope, leadership and how to bring it home.
Our final speaker of the day was Charley Pietersen (Founder of Growing up without a Father
foundation) on the challenges of Growing Up Without A Father.
A long but valuable day which gave our Interact members a roadmap for leadership going forward.
For me, the day was summed up perfectly by Tia from Westville when offering the vote of thanks who
said “The youth are not the future, they are the present”
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News from Abroad – Congratulations to Burcu Cunneen
Most of you will remember our lovely Burcu Cunneen who joined our club for a short while before
returning home to Turkey. We know Burcu as a wonderful artist and art teacher who managed to
brighten up Sea Vista and contribute to the decoration of the Sea Vista pathway with beautiful
mosaics which she taught ladies in Sea Vista to make.
This amazing Rotarian has boundless energy and positive enthusiasm - she simply never gives up on
what she believes in. The recent dreadful fires in Turkey spurred her into action again. She was
recently honoured by her Club in Turkey – Rotary Club of Oludeniz – for her work in her community in
Faralya. The club have signed an Agreement formalising their intent to work together with Burcu on
her upliftment projects for the children in her town.
Congratulations and well done from us all in St Francis!
A snippet from the message received from Burcu …

Thank you for this beautiful evening ”
I am so proud my big Rotary family all the time with me
Lots of love from Turkey ”

GROW A MO FOR HOSPICE!!
Popular entertainer, Gino Fabbri has got behind our Grow a MO for Hospice FUNdraiser. The club
had a stall at the last morning market, right next to the stall where Gino was marketing his special
brand of coffee in his spectacular white suits covered in black moustaches!
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St Francis Hospice is in urgent need of your help and support, so the men of Kouga and beyond are
invited to step up and GROW A MO in the Movember Challenge.
The Challenge is organised by the Rotary Clubs of St Francis and Jeffrey’s Bay who are urging you to
sign up with your friends, work colleagues, sport team and club members to see who can grow the
best moustache over the period of one month - November 2021 - and all for very worthy cause with
Rotary supporting ST FRANCIS HOSPICE.
COVID-19 has taken its toll on all fundraising activities and our amazing Hospice is no exception.
Without your support there is a genuine prospect of Hospice in the Kouga region having to close its
doors if urgently needed funding cannot be found.
The fun event has captured the attention of popular comedian and media personality Gino Fabbri who
is supporting the challenge to help keep the doors of hospice open and providing palliative care,
emotional and physical support to patients and families in their time of need.
“During this lunatic time, charities are hit very hard. It's up to the community to help out... If we don't,
suffering will be harder to bear. So this lunatic is diving in with St Francis Hospice to raise some funds
and awareness during MOVEMBER! If the moustache fits, wear it .. and I'll be doing just that !!” says
Gino.
So spread the word, set up a fun challenge within your workplace, sports clubs or with friends and
family and sign up for MOVEMBER on Quicket or EFT (details below). Registration is a R150
donation to Rotary Club of St Francis with all proceeds going to St Francis Hospice Kouga.
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Then simply Whatsapp a photo of yourself clean shaven on the 1 November, throw away your razor
and get ready to grow your mo. You can send us update photos along the way with a final photo at
the end of the month.
Apart from serious bragging rights, there will be some fun prizes and lots of press photos. Finalists will
be live streamed on Gino’s show at the end of November.
Entries close on 1st November 2021. Competition closes on 30th November – final photos and
winners will be notified and announced in the media.
Please help us to help HOSPICE!!
Whatsapp 084-411-1548
https://www.quicket.co.za/fundraisers/150663-movember-grow-a-mo-for-hospice/
EFT : Rotary St Francis
Standard Bank Humansdorp Acc 186525753
Ref : Your surname and MO
For more information call Jo Brown on 072-920-6213

HOSPICE Roof Repaired
On a more practical note, our Club came to the assistance of Hospice this month by funding the much
needed repairs to the Hospice building’s roof in Humansdorp at a cost of R4580.00. Thanks to all
concerned!

Food Relief Funds Kick in for Shack Fire Victims
Rotarian David Truter, working in tandem with the DVG (disaster Volunteer Group) organised the
provision and distribution of emergency food parcels for the victims of the recent shack fire in Sea
Vista which destroyed 39 homes. The food parcels were funded from the food relief fund collected by
the DVG, Rotary St Francis and the St Francis United Church to assist those affected by the COVID19 lock-down in early 2020. The fund continues to provide staples weekly to four soup kitchens in Sea
Vista.
Pictured below with Dave is hard working community leader Pastor Johannes Spekboom who
ensured that all those affected received their allocation. Thanks to David, the community volunteers
and our very special DVG!
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Feedback on Tharros Fire
As most of you are aware, Tharros Child and Youth Care Centre in Hankey suffered a terrible fire
which damaged their building and destroyed a lot of their property. Very generations have literally
poured in and the management have asked us to hold back until such time as the refurbishment has
taken place and their needs can be re-assessed. This may take until the end of this year but all of the
children affected have been safely placed in foster homes for the time being.
Rtn Tom Roux is keeping in touch with the management and will feedback to the Club once the needs
have been assessed so that we can take a view on how best to assist.

WOW FEEDBACK – SAVE THE DATE!!
the

25 & 26

February 2022 is the date set for the re-scheduled Wine on Water event.
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Kromme Enviro Trust Coastal Clean-Up Postponed due to bad weather!
Please remember to support this very worthwhile effort if you can. Our environment needs us!!

MY ROTARY : (Myrotary.org/)
If you haven’t already registered on My Rotary, it’s well worth doing so. There is a mine of
information on all things Rotary and you will find answers to just about any questions you might
have. If you’ve been asked to take up a role or fulfil a function in the Club and not sure what is
entailed find it under the “Learing and Reference” tab and learn all about it.
Members DUES : Invoices for members dues of R980.52 for the July-December period have been
sent. Your invoice includes an amount of R100.00 for Club funds as we have not managed to raise
any funds from meetings and funds are low. The basic cost of being a Rotarian is R1900 p.a. The
Board has agreed that members may opt to pay their dues off monthly at R164.00 p.m. if it is easier to
manage. Please try to make sure your dues are up to date for each period as the Club has to pay
these over to RI and District in advance.
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As you may be aware, the Protection of Personal Information (POPIA) Act is now in effect (1 July
2021).
The Rotary Club of St Francis is in full support of having your full consent to continue to receive
communication from us and we are therefore required to remind you that as a club bulletin recipient
your information will be used for the sole purpose of receiving club news from us.
Should you wish to OPT-OUT of receiving any further newsletters from us, you may do so by sending
us an email with the word "Unsubscribe" in the subject line.If you would like to continue to receive our
newsletters then no further action is required – please note that by not unsubscribing you agree to
remain an OPT-IN recipient and a voluntary recipient of the Rotary Club of St Francis’ Lighthouse
News mailing list.

