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WOW!!!
Wine on Water Success Thanks to All of You!
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A huge vote of thanks to our WoW team for putting together this event so
successfully.!
Congratulations and compliments have been flying in, with many describing our event as “world
class” and all swearing to be back next year!
We would like to thank the broader community of St Francis for the resounding support for our
Wine on Water event. We would also like to acknowledge and thank our sponsors Investec, for
having the vision to believe in this event and to stand by us through two years of COVID down time.
We hope to welcome Investec back as our event’s sponsors for many years to come!
We were delighted that Past President George Stegmann was able to attend the Investec guest
function on the Friday evening and thank Investec on our behalf.
We are still tallying up but it seems an early count indicates we raised over R200 000.00 towards the
many projects our Club supports and administers and this is in no short measure due to our
community getting behind us to ensure the event’s success. WOW!!!
In particular we need to thank those home owners who generously allowed us to host wine estates
on their beautiful decks, the many barge and boat owners who offered us the use of their boats and
skippers to transport our guests on the waterways and to all those who volunteered and worked
selflessly and tirelessly behind the scenes without whom managing the logistics would have been
nearly impossible.

A special word of thanks must go to the young men and women of Sea Vista who were employed
over the two days as deck and street marshals. They embraced the opportunity with enthusiasm and
their work was so appreciated by our guests that they received a standing ovation at Quays
Restaurant as they came off the barges at the end of the event.
Last but certainly not least a big thank you to the wine estates who supported the event so
professionally and the various food vendors and restaurants who threw in their support
wholeheartedly!

Save the dates for next year - 24th and 25th February 2023!
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And now a word from our Sponsor …
On behalf of Investec we just wanted to thank Rotary on an exceptionally well run event of which you
can be very proud. The Rotary team were amazing and each one contributed to this event being a
success. We have only received glowing reviews and feedback so thank you to all involved. Kindly
extend our thanks to all. We would be keen to catch up some time when you can.
Regards

Enita Dryburgh
Investec Wealth & Investment
Enita.Dryburgh@investec.co.za
D: +27 41 396 6827
M: +27 72 674 9848
T: +27 (0) 41 396 6700
Waterfront Business Park, Pommern Street, Humerail, Gqeberha
investec.com

And from our hosts on the St Francis Canals - the St Francis Bay Riparian Home Owners Association
“On behalf of the SFBRHOA we would like to congratulate Rotary and others for the amazing job they
have done in organising and expediting the WOW event.
I understand the amount of work that must have gone into the event and as a result of this effort it
was highly successful and a great asset to the canals.
I am looking forward to the next WOW event and many more in the years ahead.
Regards
Simon Picton-Turbervill - Chairman”
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AND THE WINNER IS …..
REFLECT, the beautiful Anton Smit sculpture valued at over R50 000.00 and displayed for raffle at the
Wine on Water event has been won by an absolutely ecstatic Samantha Fox of Gqeberha (PE).
Samantha tells us that she bought her Wine on Water tickets two years ago and was delighted to
find the new dates fell on her birthday weekend – a very happy birthday to you Samantha!!
All proceeds from the raffle will go to the Rotary Club of St Francis’ various projects for the support
and upliftment of our community and enhancement of our environment.
REFLECT was made available by internationally acclaimed sculptor Anton Smit. Known for his ability
to capture the essence of humankind through his works, he is a prolific South African artist, best
known for his overwhelming heads and monumental sculptures.
Several of his sculptures were displayed for sale during the Wine on Water event and will remain on
view on the St Francis waterways until the end of March 2022.

Club secretary, Lyn Aitken handing over REFLECT to Lindsay Rajchl, Samantha Fox’s aunt who
accepted her beautiful prize on her behalf!
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CLUB NEWS
SAVE THE DATE : DG VISIT 6TH APRIL 2022
DG Maddy Webber will be visiting and attending our Club meeting on this date. We will be escorting
her on a tour of our projects before lunch. So diarise the date of this meeting (it’s a Wednesday rather
than the usual Tuesday) and don’t miss this opportunity to meet our District Governor – the first time
we have had an opportunity to do so in person for nearly three years!

HOSPICE ROOF REPAIRS
The work we arranged to repair and waterproof the roof over St Francis Hospice’s office in
Humansdorp has been completed. Sister Ingrid Williams posted her thanks -

“We at St Francis Hospice are so grateful to Rotary for assisting us with funds to repair our
badly leaking roof.
Thanks also to Rory and staff at SFB waterproofing, who did a wonderful, professional job so
efficiently and without causing too much disruption!
It is wonderful to know that when the rains come again we will not be flooded.
Thank you to all who made this possible.”
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E’PAP update
nd

On 2 March, Rtns Tom Roux and Ivan Beaumont escorted Patrick Fleming and George Szabo of
the Garden Route Community Trust, our e-Pap donor, to Talhado Childrens’ Haven Montessori PreSchool and Disney Creche in Sea Vista. They watched the e-Pap being made and enjoyed by the
children and met several of the teachers and assistants at both of these schools, gathering valuable
feedback on the difference their e-Pap donations are making in this community. We are still feeding
e’Pap at 4 pre-school locations, with approximately 195 children benefitting.

RI & FOUNDATION NEWS
The following very important press releases were published on My Rotary this month :

a) Rotary Foundation Creates Channel for Direct Humanitarian
Support in Ukraine Region
In response to the deepening humanitarian crisis in Ukraine, The Rotary Foundation has
created an official channel for Rotary members around the world to contribute funds to
support the relief efforts underway by Rotary districts and has designated its Disaster
Response Fund as the main avenue for contributions.
To this end, The Rotary Foundation has approved:




Now through 30 June 2022, designated Rotary districts that border Ukraine
and the Rotary district in Ukraine may apply for grants of up to $50,000 each
from the Disaster Response Fund. These expedited disaster response grants
can be used to provide relief to refugees or other victims of the crisis including
items such as water, food, shelter, medicine and clothing.
During this same period, other impacted Rotary districts that wish to offer
support to refugees or other victims of the crisis in their district can apply for
$25,000 grants from the Disaster Response Fund.
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Now through 30 April 2022, Rotary districts can transfer unallocated District
Designated Funds (DDF) to support the Disaster Response Fund, directly
supporting these Ukraine-specific humanitarian grants.
Contributions to the Disaster Relief Fund in support of Ukraine can be made
here. All funds need to be received into the Disaster Response Fund by 30
April 2022 in order to qualify for use in support of the Ukrainian relief efforts.
Although the Disaster Response Fund will be the main avenue for Rotary
Foundation support, Rotary and Rotaract clubs are also encouraged to create
their own responses to the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine.

In addition to support provided through the Disaster Response Fund, the Foundation is
coordinating with partners and regional leaders, exploring effective solutions to the increased
humanitarian needs.






We are in contact with the United Nations High Commission on Refugees –
USA to prepare for and respond to the needs of those being displaced in
Ukraine and to neighboring countries.
ShelterBox, our project partner for disaster response, is in communication
with Rotary members in Eastern Europe to explore how it may offer support
with temporary transitional housing and other essential supplies.
The Rotary Action Group for Refugees, Forced Displacement, and Migration
is also mobilizing its resources to assist in this crisis.

A million people have fled Ukraine and are in dire need of emergency aid. The United
Nations estimates that number could grow to as many as 5 million people displaced. Rotary
clubs in Europe and around the world have stepped up their relief work, some working on the
ground to help displaced families.
We will continue to monitor the situation in Ukraine and neighboring countries. Visit My
Rotary and follow Rotary on social media to stay updated on how clubs can get involved and
what actions Rotary members have taken and the impact it has had for people in the region.
For all other questions and to obtain more information, please contact the Rotary Support
Center at rotarysupportcenter@rotary.org.

b) Rotary statement on wild polio case in Malawi
As a result of ongoing disease surveillance, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) has
confirmed a case of type 1 wild poliovirus (WPV1) in a child suffering from paralysis in
Malawi. Analysis has shown the virus is genetically linked to WPV1 that had circulated in
Pakistan’s Sindh province.
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The GPEI is supporting health authorities in Malawi to conduct a thorough assessment of the
situation and begin urgent immunization activities to mitigate any risk of spread.
Environmental surveillance measures are also being expanded in Malawi and neighboring
countries to detect any other potential cases.
Detection of WPV1 outside the world’s two remaining endemic countries of Pakistan and
Afghanistan is a serious concern and underscores the importance of prioritizing polio
immunization activities in countries such as Malawi to prevent future instances of
importation. Rotary has continued strong financial support to Africa since the most recent
previous case in Nigeria. During the last two years, 54% of the Rotary PolioPlus budget has
supported disease surveillance, outbreak response, the purchase of vaccines and operational
expenses throughout Africa.
While the news from Malawi is disappointing, the polio program has seen importations from
endemic countries to regions that have been certified wild polio-free in the past, and has
moved quickly to successfully stop transmission of the virus in these areas. As an imported
case from Pakistan, this detection of WPV in Malawi does not affect the WHO African
region’s wild polio-free certification status.
In the more than three decades since Rotary launched its PolioPlus program and formed the
GPEI, we have repeatedly stressed that polio anywhere is a threat to children everywhere.
The case in Malawi imported from Pakistan underscores the importance of that statement.
Now is the time for all parties – Rotary members, communities, government leaders, and
global partners – to recommit to ending all forms of polio for good. As Rotary members, it is
critical that we ramp up our efforts to raise awareness for the importance of reaching all
children with polio vaccines, and continue raising the funds necessary to carry out critical
eradication activities to protect vulnerable children and prevent further outbreaks.
Donate now at endpolio.org/donate

MY ROTARY : (Myrotary.org/)
If you haven’t already registered on My Rotary, it’s well worth doing so. There is a mine of
information on all things Rotary and you will find answers to just about any questions you might
have. If you’ve been asked to take up a role or fulfil a function in the Club and not sure what is
entailed find it under the “Learing and Reference” tab and learn all about it.
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LAST BUT CERTAINLY NOT LEAST – HAPPY BIRTHDAY
ROTARY!
Rotary International’s official birthday is celebrated on 23rd February every year. 117 years old this
year – For they are jolly good fellows – and so say all of us!

As you may be aware, the Protection of Personal Information (POPIA) Act is now in effect (1 July
2021).
The Rotary Club of St Francis is in full support of having your full consent to continue to receive
communication from us and we are therefore required to remind you that as a club bulletin recipient
your information will be used for the sole purpose of receiving club news from us.
Should you wish to OPT-OUT of receiving any further newsletters from us, you may do so by sending
us an email with the word "Unsubscribe" in the subject line.If you would like to continue to receive our
newsletters then no further action is required – please note that by not unsubscribing you agree to
remain an OPT-IN recipient and a voluntary recipient of the Rotary Club of St Francis’ Lighthouse
News mailing list.

