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CONGRATULATIONS - PRESIDENT BRIAN CODLING

Rotarian Brian Codling was inducted as our President for the year 2022-23 at a super induction dinner
th
on Friday 24 June at St Francis Links. And making a special guest appearance to perform the
induction for us was past President George Stegmann and his wife, Carol who now live in Gqeberha.
Our guests for the evening also included past President Santa Zeiss and ADG Angela Newton, Glen
Davies, President-Elect of the Rotary E-Club of Greater Cape Town with his lovely wife Wendy, Elsa
Ross representing Woodridge Interact Club with Woodridge Headmaster Derek Bradley and his wife
Lynette, and our faithful pair of helping hands, past Rotarian Elsa Fouche.
In thanking the Club for his nomination, President Brian also announced his Steering Committee for
the year. They are, Rtns Ivan Beaumont (Treasurer), Lyn Aitken (Secretary), Craig Northwood, Tom
Roux, Lindsay Pearson and Manfred Burkert.
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Rotarians and guests alike enjoyed the excellent meal and fun and nonsense provided by our Master
of Ceremonies, Rtn Chantel James. Another busy and fun year lies ahead. Welcome President Brian!

Brian joined the Rotary Satellite Club of St Francis in 2018 and most recently led the Health area of
focus. He hails from Lowestoft in East Suffolk, UK and graduated from the Norwich College in Norfolk
with a Degree in Food Science and Technology. In 1976, he emigrated to South Africa where he was
recruited by Table Top Frozen Foods.
He started his own business in 1984 in Cape Town, manufacturing and distributing portion controlled
perishable products; targeting the hospitality/Food service industry. Brian’s business expanded to
Gauteng in the late eighties, winning various innovation and service awards from corporate clients
along the way.
He met his lovely wife Yolanda in Cape Town and they were married in 1989. They have two lovely
daughters, Alison in Dubai and Candice in the UK.
He sold his business and bought a home in St Francis in 2001 and he and Yolanda made St Francis
their permanent home ten years ago. Brian soon realised a leisurely retirement was not for him and
set about getting involved in the community, most notably serving as Chairman of St Francis Tourism
for two years.
Brian and his dog, Gigi, are well known fixtures in St Francis, pounding the pavements and beaches
daily and rarely missing the weekly Park Run events.
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CLUB NEWS
June has been a very exciting month for our Club. We welcomed no less than six new members, five
new Rotarians and one transferring Rotarian.
A big welcome to long serving Rotarian and Paul Harris Fellow, Peter Long from the Rotary Club of
Algoa Bay where he has been a member since 1998. Peter has closed his construction business in
Gqberha and he and his wife Wendy, herself a very active Rotary Ann, have decided to make their
home on the Kromme River their permanent home. Peter was formally welcomed into the Club by
th
President-Elect Brian Codling at our meeting on 14 June.

Our new Rotarians were also inducted at this meeting by President Brian. They are :
Mike Rishworth, a business man from Gqberha, now retired in St Francis enjoys golf, hiking and
keeping fit.
Jef Forrer, a retired civil engineer project development Director who enjoys, golf, walking and cycling.
Moya Truter, a former national sales manager for a pharmaceutical company is passionate about
horses and is a national dressage judge.
Lesley de Jager from Gauteng and now resident in St Francis, who was a Food & Beverage
manager and owner of Pre-schools who enjoys, walking, pilates and crafting.
And last but not least at 6’5” Wikus de Jager who is passionate about Golf. He was also in catering
and co-owned Pre-schools with his wife, Lesley. He also describes himself as a part-time builder.
In another first for our Club, David and Moya Truter, and Lesley and Wikus de Jager are our first
married couple members.
A big welcome to each of you and we hope that your experience with our Club and as a member of
Rotary International will be rewarding, inspiring and most of all – FUN!

ROTARY CLUB OF ST FRANCIS

(L to R) Mike Rishworth, Wikus and Lesley de Jager, Moya Truter and Jef Forrer with President Brian.

GOLDEN OLDIES SANTA GIFT BOX PROJECT

Our past chairman of the Satellite club, Tracy de Jager, invited our Club to join hands with Polipharm
and Jeffreys Bay Trauma Support Centre to help bring a little bit of joy to some our most needy senior
citizens this Christmas.
Between now and October we will be collecting donations towards the Golden Oldies Santa Gift Box
Project (we're hoping to collect 500 bags!). Rtn Chantel James is leading this project.
These gift bags will then be distributed at small events organised at various Old Age Homes and
Hospice in our greater area including Ons Tuiste in Humansdorp, The Sunshine Group in Pelsrus and
our senior citizens in Sea Vista and St Francis.
Most of these pensioners are surviving on minimal pensions, and will be alone over the Christmas
season - so we hope these gifts will help lift their spirits put a smile on their faces.
Any type of bag or box will do - gift bag, reusable shopping bag, shoebox, etc
Our Village SuperSpar have generously agreed to bring 500 pairs of affordable socks into stock - so
now donors can easily complete their whole gift bag at one shop. Cash donations are most welcome!
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ST FRANCIS CLINIC IN SEA VISTA EXPANSION – A BIG THANK YOU!
A very big thank you to our friends, the Rotary Club of Lymington in the UK, for a second donation of
1000 pounds towards our clinic expansion project! This kind support for our project has helped us get
the planning stages underway.
We are now making some headway with this project. Project lead, Rtn Craig Northwood has now
completed the Appeal for Funding document which has been circulated and hopes to bring positive
news on this in the near future.
.This document motivates the need for the upgrading proposed and details the current status of the
project. Our Rotary club has already allocated an amount of R 325 000 towards this project, and we
are appealing for funding to deliver the project in phases or in its entirety depending on the funding
received.
We have already obtained the necessary approvals from the Eastern Cape Department of Health to
undertake the works which will be undertaken to departmental standards. The layout drawings as
prepared by our appointed architects have been developed in consultation with the Department of
Health and as soon as funding is available, detailed design can be completed and an appropriate
contractor sourced to undertake the construction.

Feedback on Club Disbursements 2021-22
Kwa-Zulu Natal Flood Disaster :
In appreciation of our donation to the victims of the Kwa-Zulu Natal Flood disaster, Hilary August,
President of the Rotary Club of Durban North writes :
On behalf of the Rotary Club of Durban North, I thank you most sincerely for your generous donation
to our flood damaged province. The photos you have seen do not do justice to the utter devastation to
infrastructure and homes. The needs out there are endless. I can assure you, your contribution will be
put to good use. Thank you
Matt Gennrich of FOSTER writes:
The Foster Reserve Management team has been very busy over the past few weeks with finalising
the fire breaks in the Cape St Francis Nature Reserve and with general maintenance, in addition to
the ongoing alien vegetation removal programme.
Together with the Kouga Municipality and Working on Fire, FOSTER has now completed the upgrade
of firefighting routes in the Cape St Francis Nature Reserve. Our reserve manager will now inform the
authorities in the municipality about access, location of turning circles, traffic direction, and other
matters of key importance for firefighting.
Our next project is path re-routing around the lighthouse parking area, which will clearly demarcate
the access routes to the walking trail whilst limiting interaction between pedestrians and cyclists.

ROTARY CLUB OF ST FRANCIS

Partial funding for this has been provided by the Rotary club of St Francis Bay, who continue to
support so many worthwhile causes in our area.
New informative signage for all the reserves has been produced and we are waiting for the structures
to be completed and we will then start erecting these at all the key entrances to the reserves .

Pauline Hardy of Spay It Forward Animal Charity writes :
I would like to thank you and the members of the Rotary Club for your very generous donation of
R10,000 to Spay It Forward the sterilisation project. You may recall meeting me when you kindly
offered a large selection of books for us to sell in order to raise money for further sterilisations. I think
that was 2 years ago when Carmen and I first established Spay It Forward. I visited your home and
the books were stacked sky high in your garage. When Carmen and I first set up Spay It Forward we
hoped to sterilise at least 10 dogs / cats per month, well we have far exceeded that number and we
average about 40 per month, preventing further breeding suffering and starving. Our organisation has
grown beyond our wildest dreams, and to date we have funded 423 sterilisations.
We also supply food each month for the SPCA but other than that we only do sterilisations because
that is the root problem.
We were so thrilled to receive the donation as our vet bills each month are huge, but we soldier on
and we know we are definitely making a difference. Please thank all concerned who made the
decision to help us continue in our work, we are truly grateful.
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Jbay Animal Rescue and Sanctuary writes :
We were very grateful to have Mr Brian Codling and Mr Ivan Beaumont from Rotary St Francis Bay
attend our official opening of our new Kittery, which Rotary St Francis Bay has kindly sponsored.
Gerrie van Van Antwerpen, our builder, was able to transform an old dog kennel into a warm beautiful
new home for our kittens, while they are waiting to be adopted.

The Sibanye Ladies Group write :
All thanks to Rotary and Didi we were able to distribute toiletries amongst our groups again. It's been
a while since we've done this as we haven't received any sponsors towards our Toiletry drive. YOUR
HELP IS MUCH APPRECIATED!
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Congratulations Jennifer Jones, first Female President of Rotary International.
We are proud of you.

Jennifer E. Jones, a member of the Rotary Club of Windsor-Roseland, Ontario, Canada, has become
Rotary International’s president for 2022-23, the first woman to hold that office in the organization’s
115-year history.
Jones says she sees Rotary’s Action Plan as a catalyst for increasing Rotary’s impact.
“As we reflect upon our new strategic priorities, we could have never envisioned that our ability to
adapt would become our North Star during what is inarguably the most profound time in recent
history,” Jones said in her vision statement.
“Silver linings rise out of the most challenging circumstances. Using metric-driven goals, I will harness
this historic landscape to innovate, educate, and communicate opportunities that reflect today’s
reality.”
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How Cool is this?
The Rotary flag flies at the world's highest peak, Mount Everest in Nepal.
Congratulations to Rotary District 3292 Nepal -Bhutan and Rotary Club Dhulikhel for raising Rotary’s
public image to great heights.
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MY ROTARY : (Myrotary.org/)
If you haven’t already registered on My Rotary, it’s well worth doing so. There is a mine of
information on all things Rotary and you will find answers to just about any questions you might
have. If you’ve been asked to take up a role or fulfil a function in the Club and not sure what is
entailed find it under the “Learing and Reference” tab and learn all about it.
As you may be aware, the Protection of Personal Information (POPIA) Act is now in effect (1 July
2021).
The Rotary Club of St Francis is in full support of having your full consent to continue to receive
communication from us and we are therefore required to remind you that as a club bulletin recipient
your information will be used for the sole purpose of receiving club news from us.
Should you wish to OPT-OUT of receiving any further newsletters from us, you may do so by sending
us an email with the word "Unsubscribe" in the subject line.If you would like to continue to receive our
newsletters then no further action is required – please note that by not unsubscribing you agree to
remain an OPT-IN recipient and a voluntary recipient of the Rotary Club of St Francis’ Lighthouse
News mailing list.

